Off-Page SEO/Linkbuilding 101 Training
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Introduction:

A link is like a vote for your site. If a well-respected site links to your site, then this is a recommendation
for your site. If a small, unknown site links to you then this vote is not going to count for as much as a
vote from an authoritative site. Still, if you can get a large number of these small votes, they really can
make a difference. This is why, in the past, SEOs would try to get as many links as they could from any
possible source.

Google does NOT want “linkbuilding” to exist. They want businesses to attract links naturally due to
their normal course of business, because they are doing great things, and because they are putting out
great content or doing things that naturally attract links.

However, many SEOs, marketers, etc. still do what they can to “help” links along or make links happen
faster. Some tactics are good, some are outright banned, some are no longer effective, etc.

Linkbuilding is one of the top reasons websites get penalized in Google, and that there are so many
algorithm updates.

Linkbuilding: an endorsement back to you, and is an indicator of the company you keep

Linkbuilding

Who:
e Other website owners, marketers, bloggers, trade publications, media, journalists, business
owners, etc.
e You and anyone in your business

What:
e 2 types of links:
o Follow
o “nofollow”
e Never, NEVER buy money or exchange any good or service of commercial value for a link
o Example, paying a blogger to write a blog about you and paying to get a link - nofollow
o I'm not saying not to do this....just that you need to make sure if commercial value is
exchanged the link be “nofollow” and know that you will gain exposure and brand
benefits, but not SEO benefits

Where:

e Any other relevant, authoritative site that might link back to your site

When:

e See below



Why:
e Linking that occurs as a natural part of the business
a. Business being out there in the community
b. Other marketing endeavors that naturally attract links:
i. Groupon
ii. Speaking gigs/bios
iii. Press release/PR campaign

How:
e Membership in an organization/association/community: BBB, Chamber, etc.
e Causes - http://www.businessforafairminimumwage.org/, http://earthcraft.org/find-an-
earthcraft-professional/39-find-an-earthcraft-builder,
http://www.truckersagainsttrafficking.org/

Speaking: getting a link back when mentioned on the organization’s site or submitting a bio
with a link back to your site

Guest blogging: getting a link back in the body copy or bio (be very careful of this tactic as
Google has been very vocal about manipulating this in recent times)

Writing great blog posts with awesome content: 1) optimizing and 2) promoting

e Running an online campaign or doing something else that might generate buzz or viral interest
o “oops” awards

Local SEO: citations
o Yelp

o Kudzu

o Topix.com

o Showmelocal.com
o Angieslist.com

Getting PR/media exposure

Sponsoring an event
Great content + outreach

o Infographic (see example below) + outreach to relevant website owners

Linkbuilding Tactics That Are Outdated

In the past, the goal used to be about quantity (hundreds/thousands of backlinks a month) over quality.
Now, getting a handful of quality, genuine links a month trumps any low quality/high quantity
linkbuilding PERIOD.

This is the “Penguin” update.


http://www.businessforafairminimumwage.org/
http://earthcraft.org/find-an-earthcraft-professional/39-find-an-earthcraft-builder
http://earthcraft.org/find-an-earthcraft-professional/39-find-an-earthcraft-builder
http://www.truckersagainsttrafficking.org/

There is a LOT of bad, outdated
information out there. Stay

Hon Teresa Gambaro vp

updated and read the latest on

backlinks and linkbuilding. Whorking fov & Catier Cristasns

e Reciprocal linking HOME | CONTACTME | ABOUT TERESA | HOW CANIHELP? | NEWS | COMIMUNITY NOTICE BOARD
e Buying sponsored links

b Guest bIOggmg You are here Home > Visiting the year seven students at St Margaret's

* Low-quality directory links Visiting the year seven students at St Margaret's { AN YOU HELP?
Toresa Gambio, in hef capacty as the Fodaral Membeor for Basbane. recently CUCK HERE

Al St Magarel's Angican Guls School at Ascot IF YUU BAN

dark on a trip to Casbena to See first-hand how VULUNTEER

10 winess democracy in action  The girks asked

e Qverseas linkbuilding

e  Submitting low-quality
press releases to low
quality sites Pas

e of Ms Gambaro, who was pleased to wsd

e Low-quality blog ot
commenting

e Article marketing
e Hidden text links
e Be VERY weary of anchor text

[Jenny Munn] Please moderate: "Goodbye Google SEO
Keyword Research Tool - Hello Google Keyword

WordPress <wordpress@jennymunn.com>
@ Extra line breaks in this message were removed.

sentt Tue 11/11/2014 2:50 PM
jenny@jennyrmunn.com

A new comment on the post "Goodbye Google SEO Keyword Research
Tool - Hello Google Keyword Planner: 3 Tips to Make the Transition
Less Painful" is waiting for your approval
http://iennymunn.com/goodbye-google-seo-keyword-research-tool/

Author | Pei Porell (IP: 23.232.197.178, 23.232.197.178) E-mail :
Chamble95@egmail.com

URL : http://www.toolbagsandbelts.com
Whais - http://whois.arin.net/rest/in/23 232 197.178
Comment:

anks for the great short article, | was looking for information
as this, visiting have a look at the other posts.

Approve it: http://jennymunn.com/wp-admin/comment.php?



https://plus.google.com/_/notifications/emlink?emr=06159668732331519318&emid=CPDlyf-j4b0CFc5V3AodUF4AAA&path=/111588754935244257268/posts/dRjWiVtTkrA&dt=1397523301244&ub=63

Easy Wins
e Internally linking
e Pursuing competitor links
e Reclaiming brand mentions with no link
e Ego bait: blog about someone, or “interview” targeted people. Goal is to get social media signals
and possibly a link back
e Link-worthy content creation:
Blog post
White paper
Infographic
Video
Resource page

O O O O O

o Downloadable checklists
e What others do: make friends or make news:
e Create content around a relevant day of the year: http://www.daysoftheyear.com/

Additional Resources
e http://pointblankseo.com/link-building-strategies

e http://www.seomoz.org/blog/10-extraordinary-examples-of-effective-link-bait

e http://www.seomoz.org/blog/99-ways-to-build-links-by-giving-stuff-away-and-improve-your-
brand-too-14029

Outreach example:

Name: Derek Jansen

Email: derek.jansen{@sekari.com
Website: www.sekari.com
Message: Hi Jenny

| just wanted to let you know about our latest infographic — “Content Marketing For SEOQ — The Facts & Figures”.
You can view a 1000px version at:

http://www.sekari.com/images/content-marketing-seo-1000.jpg

Please feel free to publish on your site should you feel it adds value. If you do publish, please attribute a link to
www.sekari.com — I'd really appreciate it :)

If you have any feedback, positive or negative, please let me know. Also, ff you require a different size, just
shout...

e Qutreach always starts with a GREAT piece of content first

o Follow-up 2-3+ times is critical and needed -> just part of the process

e Write customized emails and only target relevant webmasters/business
owners/marketers/bloggers


http://www.daysoftheyear.com/
http://pointblankseo.com/link-building-strategies
http://www.seomoz.org/blog/10-extraordinary-examples-of-effective-link-bait
http://www.seomoz.org/blog/99-ways-to-build-links-by-giving-stuff-away-and-improve-your-brand-too-14029
http://www.seomoz.org/blog/99-ways-to-build-links-by-giving-stuff-away-and-improve-your-brand-too-14029

Linkbait Resource Page

EHR System Buyer’'s Toolkit

Ten Steps to Selecting the
Right EHR System

A sumghtionsard tutonal on the
ten steps you should follow to
select EHR systems o practice
management sctware Fol
ths adnce and youll save weeks
of research and countiess
mestakes

(= 13 Pages PDF)

EHR Incentive Program
Qualification Under ARRA

Everythng you need 1o know
about the latest defindons of
“meaninghul use™ and "qualifed
EHR" undet the ARRA stmulus
fund program Understand these
requrements and make sure you

Quaidy for ENR subsiSes

The experts at Software Aduce developed these great resources 1o halp you with
your EHR software selection process  Download these presentations and tools 10 get
organzed. stay on track and maike the nght decisions 3 every step

Software Advice

EHR Software Feature
Checklist

most impotant soft
crlena Stay crganzed with thes
super handy evaluation tool

(=8 Excel Spreadsheet) |

EHR Meaningful Use
Feature Checklist

An Excel spreadsheet that allows
you to compace up 10 e EHR
solware systems agamst the key
requrements of the ARRA

s fond program. Ensure
your qualication with this simple
checihst

st

(T 12 Pages POF)

(3 Excel Spreadsheet)
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Ongoing Link Maintenance - Why Is this Important?

e Quarterly or every 6 months

e Gives you an idea of who is linking to you, what is working

e Make sure no one is doing a “negative” SEO campaign or that you’ve been spammed
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How:

Google
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Best practices: review links

Total links
215

are »

Overview » All domains

Top 87 domains that have links to pages on your site.

Download this table

Domains

sharehmews.com
comptia.org
thehumanracehorses.com

trending-topic.com

L R

Download more sample links f

Download latest links

+Jenny EEE

B Restricted Access “T warw.mollyfletcher.com

Your most linked content

http:/fwww. mollyfletcher.com/
/blog/3-reasons-to-implement-e-learning-in-your-organization/
fabout-molly/

fabout-molly/our-why/

/blog/4-things-that-sales-managers-can-learn-from-billy-donovan/

More »

e every quarter to see what links you’ve gotten



Every month — check “referring sites” to see what other websites have linked to you that bring
you traffic
Pick 5-10 links your competitor has gotten that you think you can get
o Create a plan to pursue those links
Being aware — “Think of the Link”



